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The attached Is Dr. Conedts sunmary of the latest survey of the
health Etatus of the Narstmll Islanders catied out in l?-~ch1960
by Dr. l%bert A. Conard,Br#okhaven IkHonal Laboratory.

It Is a pleasure to note that no evidence of biomedical radiation
effects ~ reported.

Dr. Conani seems to luwe 6olved very effectively the problem
c:?&ted by the fomer annual invasion of the 161ends by a too-
larEe suiz.eyparty. The cooperationof the localmedical.con-
tinent was effective aud genemlly satisfactory.
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BROOW.VEN ~ULTIONALLABORATORY
Associated Universities,Inc.

L@on, L.I.3 N.Y.

Dr. Charles L Dunham, Directir
Divfsion of Biology and Medicine
Atomic Energy Ccmdssion
l!ashlngton253 D. CL

War Chuck: .“ .,

I would like to briefly susmarize for you sme of the high13&ts mf the
recent suwey. EverythingreaUy vent “very moothly and I vas quite $leaf
et tbe fine spirit of cooperation 6~m by the Trust Territory officieh.

Bill.Scott (medical.tecficim f= mwven) and X arrived at Kwejel.ein
I.!=ch9th. Dr. Ezra Riklon, the practitioner at Ebeye, had rounded up
bbout ten %%-elep people now resiting there for exminatfon. ~ . ~f.~,99

end Shlppey, %n charge of the Kwa~&ein Hospital.,%-eremost coohperstive
md allcrde~us to use their facilities for the examinations. They vere ala
kind enough tO l-oanus sever~ itms VMCh we need& for use at limgelap.
Mr. h’ilZismWMte, at present the DISTAD assistant at Kw-a5alein,w~m YOU
probably ~cmber well> was also very helpful. He had our three medical
bcxes which bed been .sMpped in custody.

The l;ayyflew u~to Majum on the Eth. W. John Iamen} the cmiical
practitioner who MS t&en M. IH&Ing$S place at !.!qjum,M mudea up
several Fongelap people to be ex~ined as well es a few children for height
and weight rmaaurenmts as part of the gmuth and development control gmq
These exarzinetlonswere ccxc.pletedthe following day.

DOE ARCHIVE:.,
k. Maynard l?eaaa Dr. E. B.”MacDonald and I ~ed out final.arrangemrita
for the survey at l%mgelap. The survey teem conststed of the folloktng
people in addition b Dr. Mscdonel.d,Bill Scott and myself: Dr. Ezra
Won, Dr. Isaac lanwl aridtwu technicians, Kiosen and Sable, and,in
addition, Dr. Ja.f_feand one of hls dental technicians vent along to carry
out dental extinat ions. .Mr. 17e&salso accompanied the group. Ee went
d.ong app&re~tly to look into the @cultural situation on Rmgel.ap. Ve
saikd on the %que, the ‘rmst Territory cer~o ship, on Wednesday mm: ng
the 16th, ~ivlng at Kwajelein one day lster where we picked up Dr. I.ra
end 0~ three netical.boxes wtich cont~n~ rn~~ the electm~c ~~.er .
counter ad l~boi=atoryequi-ment. We dld not sail.for Rongelap u.ntll,the
afterncon of the 18th Gince, h view of @ptain %bert’s unf~~dty with
?aqekp Iegoon, he k~sbed to arrive at a the vhen the sun would be b hls
back es be eatera the legoon in order h steer thro~ the cord ~eds.
L’oenve *tip-* m&r in the lagoon off Fbngelsp will-e on Saturday aft*

E@on, IJ!.Keil Mm-ris, the agriculturalist vho &d been llving on the islad
for the past year= and the new zv@strate (tis) cane aboeti. E20s indfcated
thst the Fon&el_appeople ‘vmld like to heve a meeting a.odask us certain
q~estlona before ~enclng with the extinatlons. .

-2-



LJ.VCLf4SSIFlZD

Therefore, Mr. 17ea6,Dr. ]!acdoneldand I met with t~e people
60 thkt &.emoon. l!enyof th> sassetypes of que6tions ceme

for an hour or
up that hsve

coae up In the past regarding their present health status, etc. They were
partfcular~” cutious as to w~ the ~aedlcal team had Joined forces with
the Trust Territory medlc~ group and wenterlto know if this was an %ndlca-’,
tfon that they were well end regulreilno Ilu-therstudy. It was explalned
to them that sfnce the ‘l!mstTerritozy doctors were their”usual doctors, ,1%
was thought better to cosbine forces for the annual.examlnat’ionsand tMs

Y
d not n?an that flu-therexaminations were unmeces.s&y. The sub~ect of the -

c conut crabs was reintzvducea end I assurea them that we were exadning
these crabs at intervals and as soon as they were.safe for eating, ve would
let thes know. This cent.inuearestriction on the crabs seems to lrk them no.

end. Tnere were only one or two people, chief of whom was-the health
aide, wti seined to be egalnst being ex~fned.. (He Iateragreea tobe
exemined.)

The rest of that afternoon was spent fn sett>ng up-the labomtory and
organizing the school building for the physical examinations. TT.Snext day
being Sunday, the examinations were not ‘starteduntil Jiondsy. On ?hlc?ay
morning the people flocked in in greater n~bers than we could k=s.adeand
their attitude was entirely friendly end cooperative. Then xere only one
or two at most who would not cooperate. We carriea out the bematcilogicel
ex~inations vhich included ~c done on the electrozjlccoulter cotiter, and
snears were taken ~d stained for ~fferenti~s, be.sop~l counts .s05.dksline
Pkas?h=tnse deteminatlons. A brief history we.sta!!enby Dr. P-.. :35
hs. l.kcdaasld,Isaac and myse~ c=~ied out bfief ply,vslcelex~%=ztioaa on
eu the e~~as.edpeople. A limited n?=ber of urines vere collect+ fGr r6aMo-
Chszlicelan&’sis. There vere no c=ses of cancer, leukemia or w othsr
significant findings on ex~ination of the e~sed people, nor k.ereihera

any elevated white count8 which were significant.

It appeareilto me that the attitude of the people was, If anything, better
this year. There seemea to be some va-me knowle~e on the part of the
people of a pssfble suit against our government and this was mentioned in
the meetingreferredto. ~~ever, they did not seem b have any specific
facta in this regard and indeed appe~ ta be very ill informed abut w
details of the suit.

~C)EARCH1l’ES
Y.!.l:easmet vlth the peo~le on severti,occesions ad lns~cted their
agticultual Proe-ss. He u= pleasantly surpfised at hov much E.& ectu~
been accozpllshed and se~ed to feel that the attitude of the peo~le use
nuch better than he had expected.

.

}Tesailed for Kvajslein the evening of the 24th, stopping by Iae ~’al.l●n
route erriarfivlng at W<ajal.einon Setumiay Doming the 26th. We ca~”lt
a lkvalien A_trlinesplane (which has replaced M!’S5)brick to Esva.iSthe
rOuOhi~ night. “
.,

In conclusion it a~eared to me t&t the stuwey as cax-riedout vith the “
Trust Territory this year vas hi#iQ successN and fmm the pcdnt’of vlev

. . .
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of everyone concerned, is a hsppy solutton to t’he problem. We are lnve6ttgat-

ing the possibility of taktog the steel roo~ s-long next year In the cmgo bole
0? the R5Que. I hope this bl~ York out.

I hope this b’rief
L’amest regarfb,

resume will give you soae of the highlights of the surve~.

Sincerely,
. .

Fbbert A. Canard, M.D.
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